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Carrent Topics
In the Ministerialists, or the
su of have made a
cleansweep. The followers of Castelar,

or the Republicans, and those
of Moret, or the iudependent Demo.
crats, stand ready to support the minis.
try t the Radicals wnder Zorilla
gllld Conservatives underm ?m:lih
of governmen e
the meunhy is oﬂqﬁltl; with t.hopoLlh’-
eral party, now in control of the min-

Ol:! King Thebaw, of Burmah, cre-
dited last yer with a  wholesale
slaughter of his reliuves, had recently

The icebergs of the southern hemis-
lumue.:d o thlln :I:uo of
northern uently attain
height of 1,000 feet.

An old horse, belonging to a M,
&nndmnt!‘uhkmhmﬁng.mmeout
of his owner’s barn a few days,since
and stood for a few minutes looking
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OUR CITY FARMERS,

ll{:&u desire to rank among

he public’s pels and churmers,
You ought to Joln without Jeluy
The olub of eity farmers.

out upon the water. He then went

back, and in a few moments came ont mrr'mm?:& :’,:&' versed,

again, went deliberately to the water, |  And for the weather wisdoin, too,

waded into the cove that is enclosed by To which they are devoted.

m tha%lu‘;?m under the ralam “:;dn;?r:: ﬁgta‘h&o’::‘;n“

and out into the channel of the river, But Iu respect of theary '

A man working on the New England Their practics Is quite thoroneh.

railroad pil ver saw the manmuvres They know Just when to mow the enrn,

of th. m ‘M' uttin ut | Aud when Lo Flﬁt polatoes,

small boat, hmnghtp hlm‘ bnck.o nO:: Amﬁ gr:!l: ltl.:mpumptlu T

mg the shore the horse persistent- They can instract the rmec’s wils
refused to go on dry . He lay Congerning bugs that o plant,

in the water, floundered about
Mmmmutly tried his best to drown
by his head under wa-
ter. This he accomplished in
water not deep enough to cover his
body.—Eaxchange.
The auditor general has compiled
from the reeords in his office, some sta-
+ tisties of interest as indicating the in-
crease in wealth of the state. The pro-
gress of clearing and improving land is
shown by the record of acres assessed
at the different periods of equalization
as follows:

g
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of the state, it
will be seen, has nearly doubled in 20
years, The total valuation of the state as
equalized by the state board has been

as follows for the different periods
mentioned.

............ I DR
. T L TR LIE !
Between 1871 and 1876 there was a
iation in values of some
, notably those con-
nected with the irom, lnmber and nav-
igation interests, and the aggregate
valuation was left unchanged. Since
1876 there has been a great increase in
values. Pine lands have Inmany cases
doubled or trebled in market vaiue, the
interests have greatly revived,
uring industries have been
prosperous, and real estate both in city
and country has been greatly enhunced
in value,

In 1888 Englund proposes (Provi-
dence and Parnell permitling) to oele-;
brate the tercentenacy of the defeat of
the Spanish and & movement
is already on foot for raising funds to
build & monument in commemoration
of the deeds of Sir Francis Drake. If

the had succesded in making
a in Britain, mo doubt the
course history would have been
S e e St

might now be ru
England, a gm consul at Dub-
lin. But they did not land. There

were too many Englishmen inthe way.

A of emen and ladies in-

cluding Sir Jobn Mowbray, Lady Mow-

bray and their daughter. were recently

escorted by Mr. George Mi lPullma;:;
near Ch w

mumﬁ“ma and which ismed and

§

the Pullman Association.
m ,000 has been expended in
the de t of the town thus far,

and the work of bullding is going for-
ward with great activity. The associ-
ation owns about 4,000 acres, and Mr.
Pullinan says: “We will notsell an
acre under any circumstances, and we
will only lease to parties whom we are
will conform with our
developing the place. We
allow any saloons or drinking
in the town. We glall @ all
to cultivate the betler nalures
workmen. In short, we shall
g thal is possible to im-
My idea has always been
t was to the employer's interest
that his men are clean, content-
, educated and happy. The
workmen, they «lev
8 industries more. 1
t hu::nity v};hara it
. power to 80, Here we
ve attribute of a town
3 I hope to be able to
' each and attraction that
can be desired—el schools,gym-
In the census there were em-
al the co 68,239 hands, of
whom 28.7 per cent. were miners, 60.5
were laborers above ground, and 1.8
comprised the administrative force.
The total wages paid were $21,680,120.
The ly ircome of each
man was 08, and his average
monthly income $42 83. On an aver-
the worked 70.69 per
of the year, while 28,60 per cent.
lmtz stop and only 0.72 per
cent. by he last item shows
the relation between employees
are much more harmonious than here-
tofors, The increase of force employed
over 1870—20.04 per cent.—consists
largely of boys under sixteen 8 of
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at work above ground. The num-
wo! adult employees has increased
but 20 per cent. T'he coal-lands which

a8 being worked amount to
acres, :lu:rl at 0{!02.814,:!;4—

an average V. ion of $622 47 per
acre, Of the total number, 13,852 nre
reported as ha been worked over;
the lower seams of coal, however, even
in thllmhnvanut;at been Louched.
53,385 acres of

i

" coal-land is held in reserve by the com-

Onthe conservalive

Unite learuwdly they can deseribe
How cheeas is gol by ehurniog;

Rut how the cows give buttermiik
1s quite beyond thelr learsing.

They can discourso on breeding fieh
To fill the wastes of ocean,

And stiil find thime to alr their thoughts
About perpetunl motion.

Of farmiog life they nie the soul,
The thinkers, nol the solors,
And harmiwesly balieve thewselves
The people’s benelnctors, ¥
=X, ¥, Sun,

I'HE MYSTERIOUS WIDOW.
During the sumuwer of 1811 the
British had laid claim to all that por-
tion of Lhe district of Maine lying east
of the Penobsecot, Shortly before the
arrival of the English squadron, Com-
modore Samuel Tucker liad been sent
around to Penobscot Bay to protect the
American coasters, and while the
British sailed up to Castine he lay at
Thomaston.

It was a schooner that the Commo-
dore commanded, but she was a heavy
one, well armed and manned; and she
carried the trne Yankee ‘grit' upon
her decks, of which the enewmy had re-
ceived from them rather too many
proofs. On the morning of the28th of
Aungust a messenger was sent down
from Belfast with the inlelligence that
the British frigata wns coming from
Caatine to take bim, Tucker knew that
the British feared him, and also that
Sir John - Sherbrooke had offered a
large amount for his capture.

When the Commodore received the
intelligbnee, his vessel was lying at
one of the low wharves, where he
would haveto wait two lhourd for the
tide; but he hastened to have every-
thing prepared to get her off s soon us
possible,

The schiooner's keel Was just cleared
from the mud, and one of the men had
been sent upon the wharf to cust off
the bowline, when a wagon, drawn by
one horse, came rattling down to the
spol. The driver, a rough-looking coun-
tryman, got out upon the wharf, and
then assisted a middl woman
from the vehiele. The lady's first in-

D | quiry was for Commodore Tucker, He

was pointed out (o her, and she stepped
'ﬂm‘ the sehooner's deck and approachs
ed him,

‘Commodore," she asked, “when do
you sail from here?’

*We aail right off as soon as possible,
madamw.’

*0, then, T know you will be kind to
me," the lady urged, in persuasive
tones. ‘My poor husband died yester-
day, and I wish to carry his corpse to
Wiscasset, where we belong, and
where his parents will take care of it.'
‘Bat, my good woinan, I sha'n't go
to Wiseasset.'

qf yon will only land me at the
raouth of the Sheepscot, I will ask no
more. T can easily find a boat there to
tnke me up.”

‘Where is the body ?" asked Tucker,
*In the wagon,” returned the lady, at
thesame t'me raising one corner of
her shawl to wipe away the gath-
ering lears, ‘I have A swm of money,
with me, and you shall ha paid for the
trouble.

“Tut, tul, woinan; if I accommodale
yon, there won't be any pay about it.'
The kind-hearted old Commodore

though he liked not the bother of tak-
ing the woman and her strange ac-
companiment on hoard, yet he could
not refuse.

Some of the men were seul upon the
wharf to bring the body on board. A
long buffalo robe was lifted off by the
man who drove Lhe wagon; beneath it
appeared a neat black coffin, Some
words were passed by the seamen as
they were putting the %offin on board,
which went (o show pietty plainly
that the affair did not exactly suit
them, But it may have been prejudice
on thelr part, but the seamen should
be allowed a prejudice onee in & while,
when we consider the many stern real-
ities they have toencounter. Ere IOIIE
the coflin was placed in the hold, an
the womun was shown to thecabin, In
less than half an hour the schooner
waas cleared from the wharf, and stand-

light from the eastward, but Tucker
had no fear of the frigate now thut she
was mw out of mtl;.:’hdy
In the evening passenger
came on deck, and the Commodore as-
aured her that he should be able to
land her early on the next morning.
She ex her gratitude, and re-
marked before she retired she should
like to sea that her husband’s corpse
wassafe. This was, of course, granted,
and one of the men lifted off the hatch
that she mlqlu. go down into the hold,
I declare,’” muttered Daniel Carter,
an old sailor, who was standing at the
wheel, ‘she takes on de'fully I’
‘Yes, thing I sald Tucker, ns
he her sobs and groans,
‘D'ye notice what n_eye she's gol?
continued Carter.
*No,' said Tucker, ‘only "twas swollen
‘I‘t)tiy 'lbtl.hq il though
[ 0 shone, though,
when lh’:’ stood here looking at the

compass,”

was not the man to refuse a favor, and | P

ing out from the bay. The wind was|ly

Tucker smiled at the man's quaint
earnestness, and then went down to
the eabin,

When the woman eame up from the
hold, she looked about the deck of the
schooner for a few moment and then
went alt. The woman’s eyes ran over
the schooner's deck wilh a strange
quickness, and Carter eyed her ve
sharply, Soon she went tothe ta!tra;l
and she came and stood by the binna-
cle again,

‘Look out, or you'll jibe the boom,’
uttered the passenger,

Carter sturted, and found that the
mainsail was shivering. He gave the
belm a couple of spokes aport, and then
cast his eyes again upon the woman,

“Thank’s, ma'am,’ said Dan. *‘Ha,
hold on—why, bless my soul, ther's a
big spider on your hair. No—not
there. Here—I'll—ugh I

The last ejaculation Dan made as he
seemed to pull something from the wo-
man's hair, which he threw upon the
deck with the ‘ugh’ above-mentioned.

Shortly after the passenger went be-
low, ani ere long Tucker came on deck,

JSCommodore,’ said Carter, with a re-
markable degree of earnestness in his
manner, *is the 'oman turned in?'

‘I racher think so, said Tucker, look-
ing at the compass. ‘Look out, look

out, Carter! Why man alive, you're
two pointa to the south'wrd of your
course.’

‘Blow me! so 1 am,"” said the man
bringing the helm smartly nrdl‘t. But
say, didn’t you notice any thing peeu-
liar about tiwe bld "oman ¥’

*Why, Dan, you seem greatly inter-
ested about her.'

S0 Iam, Commodore, an' so 1 am
about the coffin, too. Would'nt it be
well for you and I to overhaul it
‘Pshaw! you're as scarved as a child
in u graveyard!

*No, not a bit. Just hark a bit. That
‘oman ain’t no 'oman.’

The Commodora pronounced the
name of his satanic majesty in the
moest emphatic manner,

‘It’s the truth, Commodore—I pur-
tended there was a spider on her hair,
and I rubbed my hand agin' her fuce,
By Sam Hyde; if It wasn’t a8 rough
and bearded as a holystone.  You see,
she told me as how 1'd let the boom
Jibe if I dido't look out. I knowed
rhere was no ‘oman thera,and so I tried
her. Call somebody to take the
wheel, and let's go and look at that
coffin,’ ;

The Commodore was thunderstruck
by what he had heard, but, with a
calm presenco of mind that made him
what lie was, he sat coolly to thinking.
In o fow minutes he called one of the
men aft to relieve Carter, and then
went down to look after his passenger.
The latter had turned in, and seemed
to be sleeping, Tucker returned, and
took Carter one side,

*No noise, now, Carter; follow me as
thongh nothing had happened.’
‘Sartin.'

The two approached the main hateh,
and stooped to raise it, when Dan's
hand touched a small ball that seemed
to have been pinned up under the
braak of the hateh,

‘Tt's a ball of twine,’ sald he.

*Dou’t touch it, but run amd get &
lintern," replied Tuocker.

Carter sprang to obey, and when he
returned a number of the men lad
gothered about the spot. The hatch
was raised, and the Commodore care-
fully picked up the ball of twine, and
found it was wade fast to something
below. He descended to the hold, and
there he found that the twine ran in
beneath the lid of the cofin. ITe had
no doubt in his mind now that there
was mischief boxed wup below, and
sent Carter for something that might
answer for a screw-driver. The 1.an
soon returned with & stout knifeo, aud
the Commodore set to work, e work-
ed very carefully, keeping a bright
lookout for the string.

At length the serews were ont, and
the lid very carefully lifted from its
lace.

“Great Heavens! burst from the lips
of the Commaodore, ¥

‘By Sam Hyde!' dropped like & thun-
der-clap from the tongue of yonng Dan.
‘God bless yon, Dan!' said the Com-
modore,

‘I know d it," muttered Dan.

The two men stood for a moment
and gazed into the coffin, There was
no dead man there, but in the place
thereol was material for the death of
a score. The coffin was filled with
gunpowder and pitchwood; npon a
light framework in the centre were ar-
ranged four pistols, all cocked, and the
gtring entering the coffin from without
cominunicated with the trigger of each,
The first movement of the Commo-
dore was to eall for water, and when
it wns brought he dashad three or four
bucketfuls into the infernal contri-
vance, and then he breathed more free-

No, no, he uttered, as he leaped
from the hold. *‘No, no, my men. Do
nothing rashly; let me go into the cab-
In first,

Commodore Tucker strode into the
feabin; walking up todthe b:;n)r. hwll:lerg
his rmn ¥, An pin g hold o

the mlossrmn. he dr%m' i.fa wiedr-
er out upon the floor. Therw wus
sharp resistance, and the pussenger
drew a pistol, but it was quickiy knock-
ed away; the gown came forth from
the remnants of calico and linen.

The fellow wns assured that his
whole plot had been discovered, and at
length he owned that it had been his
plan to turn out in the course of the
night and get hol | of the ball of twine;
then he intended to have gone aft, cire-
fully unwinding the slring as he went
along, then to have got into the boat.
cut the falls, and, as the boat fell into
the water, he would have pulled smurt-
ly upon the twine,

*‘Aud I think you kpow,” he contin-

ued, with & wicked look, ‘what would
have followed. All I can say is that
I'm sony I did'nt do it,

It was with much diffienlty that the
Commodore prevented his men from
killing the villain on the spot. He
proved to be one of the enemy's officers,
and he was to have a heavy reward if
he succeededjin destroying the Commo-
dore and his erew,

The prisomer waa carried on deck,
and lashed to the main-rigging.

‘What a borrid death that villian
meant for us!’ uttered Carter.

*Yes, he did,” said Tucker,’ with a
shudder.

‘He ha!nnfu to the same gan that's
been & robbin' and burnin’ the poor
folks’ houses on the sastern coast,’ said
one of the men,

‘Yes," said the Commodore, with a
nervous twiteh of the muscles about
his mouth.

A bitter curse from the prisoner
now broke on the air, and with clench-
ed fist the Commeodore went below,

In the morning, when Tucker cams
on deck, Seguin was in sight upon the
starboard bow, hut when he looked for
the prisoner he was gone.
‘Carter, whore's the villian T lashed
hero last night
co'l'm sure I aon't know whero he is,
mmodore, Perhaps he jumped over-
board.
The old Commodore looked slernly
in Carter's eyes, and he saw a twinkle
of satisfaclion gleaming there. He
hesitated & moment; then he turned
away, and muttered to himself:
‘Well, well, I can’t b'ame them. If
the murderous villian has gone to his
death, he's only met a fato which he
deserved,”

Bells in Belginm.

At the present time the countr;
most celebrated for its large and vare
ted collection of bells, in addition to
its other interesting associations, is
Belginm-—-a fuct realized by compnar-
atively tew tourists when they oo
menes Lo luvestigate its queer old
towns. Mut if the sabjoct 18 once
atudied, the pleasure to be derived
from w sojourn hera is greatly enhane-
&, This land of bells is famous ferits
vell-founders, particularly thoss uf the
seventesnth and elghteenth centuries,
when Van den Gheyns, Hemony, and
Dumery lived. Of these throe lHe.
mony uttained the greatest emsinence,
¢ondtructing, amongst numerons other
works, the Mechlin ehimes find the
greater number of the Antwedn bells,
Fhe eathedral st Antwerp contuing
sixty-live bells, besides the oarillon

of thess latter the two principal oncs
wre the curfew, and the carolus, given
by Charles V., which s only rung
twice in the year, and requlres sicteen
men to pull it Phis bell wis execeed-
ingly costly, being compoisa of silver,
copper, and gold, and is valued at the
suin of g100,000; the action of the clap-
per hog worn away the sides a good
deal, Dumery was the founder of the
Bruges cariilon, witich consista of for<
Ly bella and one large donrdon.
Looking over the Belgian plains from
the beltry of Notre Dame al. Antwerp
(the spire of which 1s 401 feet igh from
the foot of the tower), a mwagnificent
panorainic view is8 obtalued ; no less
than 124 steeples can be counted, inclu-
ding Meclhiiin Cathedra! and 3t Gudule
at Brussele, and from thess belfries
carillons are wafted on the alr, play-
ingoperutic and other melwlies, mark-
ingthe Liours as they pass in a music-
al manner. Jtisquite a mistake to
suppose that bells rung every seven
minutes is an interruption: their con-
stant recurrence is found 1o give life
and vivacity to these quaint old citles,
besulen penetratiog iuto the culmlrr
for miles areund ; und it is wonderfvl,
after a residence here, how the fuwll-
lar mus ¢ is missed when no longer
heard.

The geopraphical aspect of Bulglum
i4 waell adapted for Lhe Lransinisslon
of carillons, as it has heen found that
the penetrating sound of bells is much
incresesd by being rutig in u plain or
valley, sspecially & water valley. The
belfry al Tournay which rocks when
the weather is stormy in a very omin-
ous manner, contaius forty bells, A
light is always kept burning after dark
in the highest gallery, and if a [ire
breaks out. the tocsin is sounded by
the witcluaan, who is there night and
day, The eonstruction of the *tambour
earillon’, which produces such charm-
ing musie, is exuetly gimilar in princi-
ple to & musiead box. 1t consists of a
barrel with & number of little spikes
on it, each of which lifts a tongue,
which pulls a wire, and raises a ham-
wer Lhat strikes tne required note on
# ball.  In the last century the clave-
cin, or key-board, wus used, and the
curilloneurs used to perform on this,
One of the most eclebrated of these
players waa Van den Gheyns, who use-
ed to perform quite eleborate pieces of
music on the bell,

The reason’ that sd inany belfries
have been erected in Delgium is doubt-
less owing to ths incessant civil wars
that used to ravage thve country. It was
on this account that fortifying towns
like Ghent and Burges, the ficat thing
to be done was to baild the tower, and
the second Lo put up the bells, in order
to hiave the means of calling the peo-
ple together whenever an outbreak oe-
carred. According to this arrange-
moent, It frequently Bappened that the
bells were the property of the town,

thedral ehapter.  Those belfries are ex-
tensively decorated with the names of
the tourtsts visiting them, at Strasbha
the signature of Goeth and Klo
wreshown with pride, It seams an ex
traordinary thing that In this.as well as
in oth e eathedrals, there is no better
meehanioal appliances used for swing
twlls than the wheel, with & rope over
it, which is precisely the plan employ-
ed by the Chinese more Lthan & thous-
and years ngo.

aud live other bells of great :intiquity ; | oq

wliiist the tower helonged to the ca- |of

THE GREAT DISASTER.

The week following the 5th inst will
never forgotten in Michigan. The
wildspread destruction caused by the
flames in 1871 were entirely discounted
by the conflagation that has just
swept over Sanilae, Huron, Tuscola,
and parts of Genesee, Saginaw and
Montcalm Countics As nearly as can be
learned the fire originated In the mis-
taken method adopted by farmers to
clear their lands, For weeks . no
rain  had fallen and the foli-
age and vegetation wus
in a parched state, and when the mateh
was once applied the flames spread be-
fore a driving wind and were soon be-
yond control. Thousands of acres were
soon involved, and the lurid flames in
their fury overleaped all bounds, carry-
ing death and desolation everywhere,
E\ru? effort was made to save isolated
dwellings and collected settlements,
but one and all were rapidly swept
away, Thousands of people were sep-
arated from relief by miles of burning
trunks and heated ash flelds., As (he
flames subsided bodies of human be-
Ings and domestic animals were found
lying by the roadside and scattered
through the blackened fields, where
tl;%y had been overtaken by the fire or
suflocated by the super-heated atmos-
phere. In the denser forest districts
the wall of flame arose until it seemed
to lap the very heavens. As the flames
became spread, a dense veil of smoke
overhung the earth, obscuring the sun
and making the mid-dny as dark as
night, The roar of the approach
conflagrution wans heard for miles an
was like the sound of terrific and rapid-
ly nearing thunder m;*!a deep feeling
of terror fell upon th
perdtitiously disposed. It is impossible
to depict the scenes of horror and suf-
fering that were upon every hand. A
few instunces must suffice,

In the town of Arggle the saddest
was that of one family of the name of
Weitzell, where the mother, five child-
ren and a brother, who bad hastened
to the rescue, were found dead. Here
the committes found the bereaved fath-
er and one only child, a bright little
fellow of 9 yeirs, mourning over geven
rough 1 boxes that contained the
charred remains of what had been
onee 5o dear to them, 11 seemed that
the family, having fought fire as long
a8 thers remained one ray of hope, eu-
deavored to make their escape, but
found themselves hemmed in on ali
sides and perished there in the road,
At Forestville & women locked up
her house with two childrex inside and
went for help, bul when she returned
both housa and children were burn-

A mau wen!l intoa burning house
and took two children from the bed,
carried them two or three miles, and
through exhaustion had to leave them.
Some one carried them two miles
further though smoke and flame, wear-
ied out, and left them by the roadside,
where they perished.

A farmer who was plowing with his
oxen & few miles from Sand Beach,
perceiving the apporaching darkness,
starled forhis house. Reucling there
he found that his wife had gone tou
neighbor's, Ie took two children and
gave three ethers in charge of his
eldest dauglter,
many rods they found thewselves cut
off by the flumes, He turned in anoth-
er direction and escaped with two chil-
dren; the three children aud the daugh-
ter were found the next day all ina
heap and charred beyond uition.
At Richmondville, a family of seven
}nruons named Thorntonsought shelter
na well, and were suffocuted by the
smoke. When found they lay in a[
heap in the water, their hair scalded off
and part of their bodies scorched and
apparently cooked.

At Verona Mills the wind was so
strong that Mr. Ballentine and wife
were picked up and blown 15 or 20
yards. A women and her husband
were found lying against a tree dead,
ct::ld.'om“ being partly delivered of a

Willlam Humphrey & mall carrier
between Argyle and Elmer, started on
his route Monday. Midway he was
stopped by the flames, and unhitched
his horse from the wagon. Mounti
his horse with the mail bags he turn:
hastily back. The borse found its way
back to le without mail-bag or
rider. A was tied to his mane and
he was back over his usual route.
He reached Elmer, but Humphrey's
body was found burned in the woods
in one place and the half consumed
mail bag in another.

A poor woman in Austin township
endeavore dto save herself and children
by digging a holeand covering as best
she could with her kands, They were
all subsequently foumd dead. The little
ones had their 8 burned off to the
shoulders,

A man driving through Huron coun-
ty directly after the spread of the lire,
reported that he metfive woman en-
tirely naked, each carrying a child.

One from White Rock saw
two little children leading an old man
who had been blinded by smoke and
fire who had under his arm the burned
remains of a little child quite naked,

At Cato a widow and five children
got down a well, where they died from
gy I ——

he following hio d tion

the  situstion In PHumn
mty was recelved by a Detroit

Wn;r: Rocx.bhnuron Co., Mich,,
Sept. 7.—As [ wish to let the peaple of
Detroit know the situation unll’l” condi-
tion of the inbabitants of this pat of
Huron county that have been burnt
out by the late fires, I thought [ weuld
write yous few lines and give you a

the distance of 10 feet,
mind there was trouble brewing for us,

changed to the north and clearsd up

and taking along some provisions,
started west, and made for the town-
ship of Paris, and through that part of
it that suffered the most,
impossibie to describe to you the rava-
ges the fire has made in this township.

burnt out. I went four miles on one
road, and every bullding, fence, and al-
most every head of stock are destroyed.

lost, 1 met one ox team und wagon on
this road containiug three rough board
boxes with eight corpses enclosed. The
man that was ulonﬁ wus the only mourn-
er, walking behin

ing his wife and five children to the
Eruve. they having been burned to

was another woman und five children
found in the middle of the road dead,

impossible to realize without seeing.
There is nothing but a barren waste v
be seen, with dead cuitle, hags, shecp,
who were su-|chickens, ete. At one place where |
called a bear had taken refuge
the house and burned along with the
building. The following is a list of
date, with several still missing. Frank
Simon Wrohbel lost one child; Frank
ski; John Spirkowski lost his wife and

Jobn Kobatzki lost one child; Jos. Kars-
nin lost one chiid; two grown up girls

ent, as our telegraph and mail com-

Before traveling |Were in their barns and not yet market-

fires have been burningthrougliout this
county, withont doing much damage
until last Monday. On Monday
morning at 10:30 the smoke Lecame so
thick that the sun became obscured,
and by 12 m. the darkness hocgme
impeneteab'e,. It was by  this
time as dark as midnight, and we could
not distingunish avy person or object at
I made up my

and I immediately shut up our works
and prepared to fight fire. We were
very fortunate, as the fire did not come
any nearer than half a mile of our vil-
lnge. After keeping watch 48 hours
incessantly without sleep, the wind

the smoke, and I then got a ‘rig,

1t Is almost

L travelled miles where every farmer is

On this road there have been 15 lives

the wagon, follow-

eath. A little farther along there

I tell you it is terrible. 1t is almost

under

those that have perished and been
found In the town of Paris up to this

Locha lost his wife and flve children;
Masur lost one child: Mathias Walen-

five children; Mrs. Laurence Wixbilzket;
Mrs. Gusa; Mr. McPherson and wife;

not indentified,
In the township of Bingham, John
Freighburger, wite and soven children
all burned to death.
I understand there have Leen some
15 bodies taken to Sand Beach for in-
terment. At Tort Hope there are a
nuwber who have lost (heir lives,
and to the south of Minden some 13
were buried to-day. The following
Btuumdesuoyed in this county:
ort Hope, partially destroyed, Huron
City, all gone. Forest Bay, all gone.
Bad Axe, all gone but the court house
and one store. Verona Mills all but
one hotel and store.
These are all I have heard of at pres-

munication was cut off. The fire has
been mcre destructive than the.fires of
1871, as far as I can learn.

And now, gentlemen, these ple
need rellef, and that as soon as ?:ocun
possibly be sent, as they are without
nomes, almost naked, and nothing to
help themselves with, as their crops

ed, sothat they need everything to com-
mence again with, We u ﬁsre are
doing all in our power to aid them, but
what we can do does not go far with
so maiy. I sent three wagon loads of
provisions and clothing In to.day of
our own, besides what other parties
sent. The town of Paris being the on-
ly town 1 visited 1 can but give you
the number burned out in this town,
which is 110 familles, or about 550 per-
sons. And God only knows how many
there are in the other towns, but there
are n large quantity. From what I can
learn there must be 4,000 persons home-
less in this county. And now what-
ever is done do it quickly, and if there
is any part of this letter that will help
the people by having it published you
have my consent to do so. We have
lost 4,000 cords of wood, and we feel
happy to-night that it is ne worse,
Youra respectfully,
‘ 1HOMAS THOMSON,

To name the townships and villages
that suffered by thecon ion would
be to gazette the whole of Huron and
Sanilac counties, a of Tusco-
la county and much of the other coun-
ties herein before specified.

At the following points the fires
were most disastrous,
PLACES BURNED.

Porters Station, containing four or
five buildings was burned, and a train
that had just arrived baving run the
gauntlet of the flames was badly dam-
aged, Richmondville, only one build-
ing remaining. Anderson, on the P, H.
& N. W. R.R. mmg:tely destroyed.
rort Hope, nearly all burned. Bad Axe,
unly the court-houss and hotel left
standing. Verona Mills, all burned but
the church and store. Charleaton, an
entire ruin in twenty minutes after
the flames reached it. Minden, partial-
ly destro Houghton Creek, near

assa, all the dwellings are burned.
Forester township, only one houso left,
Paris, a total ruin, Tyre, Cato, Huron
City, Forest Bay, all burned. Ubley,

2lean sweep. Crosswell, Deckerville,
White rock and Sanduskay, totally de-

stroyed.
ble te estimate the

It is im
number of lives lost. In Sanilac ml!:

bor. of all kinds is

and to estimate Its value would be but

to make a wild guess at an

lmmtli:y. running far into the mil.
0ns,

During n ert of the time occupled
by the contlagratio! navigation was
impeded, the dende smoke overhanging '
the lukes and obscuring the view to
such u degrea thut vessels sailed only
by lights, D ad Livds and fish were
toating on every hand, On the shores
in many places the fire reached the
witers ad&e. burning the docks and
the shipping was forced to push out
into  the lake for safety. In
the interior the saved portions
of partially burned villages were
crowded with refugees. At Bad Axe
350 sought refuge in the Court House,
Universal destruction wns everywhere
evident, and multitudes of homeless
ones, hungry and half clothed sought
shelter or escape as best they might,
During the piogress of the conflagra-
tion the people sought shelter in wells

and caves, often to meet death by suf-
foeation,

The people of whole counties are

destitute and homeless and prompt
i;:e;:.nures must be taken for their re-

ef.
ganization lias been effected and have
issued the following

At Port Huron an efliclent or-

ATI'TEAL,

To the People »f the United States,

A most appalling disaster has fallen
1} a large portion of the counties of
uron and Sanilae, Mich,, with some
adjacent territory, a section of country
recently covered with forests and oc-
cupied by nearly 50,000 people, largely
récent seltlers and either poor or in
very moderate circumstances, In the
whole of this section there has been
but little rain during the past two
months and everything was parched
and dry, when on Monday, September
5, a hurricane swa;:t over it, carrying
with it a sheet of flame that hardly
anything could withstand,
We have reports already of over 100
persons burned to death, many of them
by the roadside or in the ‘flelds while
seeking places of safety, and it is prob-
able that twice this number have per-
ished, We also have reports from
twenty or more townships in which
scarcely a house, barn or supplies of
any kind are left and thousands of
peaple are destitute and helpless, All
of these people require immedi-
ate assistance anfi most of them
must depend on on charity for
months to come. We are doing
all in our power to succor them, but
the necessities of the case are so great
that the contributions of the charitable
throughout the country will be re-
quired to help them through the winter.
We therefore appeal to you to send
money, clothing, bedding, provisions or
any other supplies that will help main-
tain the sufferers and enable them to
provide shelter for themselves and be-
gin work on their furms.
Contributions may be sent to the
chairman, secretury or the treasurer
of the relief committes appointed by
the citizens of Iort Huron, whose
names are signed here, who have sent
ageuts through the burned districts to
ascertain the wuants of the suffirers
and distribute su]ﬂ::liee.
(Signed) C CARLETON,
Mayor of Port Huron, Chairman;
. M. H. ALL&EiJnTr.emI
H. G, BARNUM,
Cashler Firs! National B wk, Treusnrar;
. OMAR D.CONs
WM. L. BANCROFT,
WAL JENKINSON,
HENRY HOWARD,
JAs E4d MOFFAT,
JOHN CHAMBER
Central Ralle! Conunit!
Port Huron, September 8, 1881, .
At Detroit Mayor Thogpson Is at
the head of a strong committee who
have already raised over $15,000. At
N¥v York city the good work is al-
ready well advanced. In many places
in our state arid turoughout the coun-
try uctive measures have been tuken
to secure and forward the necessary
supplies and money. A generous re-
sponse should and will promptly meet
this most urgent call, and out of the
desolation we are confident that with
the Lelp that will cheerfully be given
our stricken people will arise like a
Pheenix from its ashes,

True Words,

A writer 1m a recent number of
Seritner's Magazinesays: The farmer,
having the most ssne and natural oc-
cupation, ought to find life pleasant,
He aloze,strictly speaking, lias a home,
How can & man take root and thrive
without land ? Te writes his history
upon his feld, Iow many ties, how
many resources he has; his friendship
with catt e, his team, hils dog, his trees:
the satisfaclion in his growing crops,
in bis improved fields; his intimaey
with nature, with bird and beast, and
with the quickening elemental forees;
his eo-operation with the clouds, sun,
seasons, heat, wind rain and frost,
Nothing will take the various social
distempers which the city and artificial
life breed out of a man like furming—
like direct and loving contact with the
goil. 1t draws out the polson. It
humbles him, teaches him patience
and reverence, and reatores Lhe proper
tone to his system. Cling to the farm,
make much of 1f, put yoursell into it,
bestow ronr heart and brain upon it,
30 that it shall savor of you and radi-
ute your virtne after your day's work
|8 done.

The prineipal voyagers who have ac-
complished the circumnavigation of
the earth are Magualhaes, 1519; Mend-
dane, 1567; Drake, 1576; Cavendish,
1586 and 1501; Queiroz, 1605; Le
l%ui.n. i é%}&; Tasman; 1642; Dam.
pier, ; Roger and Cooke,
1808; wween, -« 1721;  Anson,
1740; Byron, 1764; Wallis and Carteret,
1766; Bougainville, 1766; Junea Cook,
1768, 1772 and 1776; Krusenstern, 1803;
Kotzebue, 1823; King and Fitzroy,
1826; Belcher, 1836; Dumont d'Urville,
1837; Wilkes, 1888,

Tourists who have made the tri
through the Thousand islands an
down the St. Lawr nee fo Montreal

ly. The townships of Delaware, | remember the Indian pilot who is tak-

en, Austin, and Blharen |en on board to guide the steamer
can be only com to deserts, The |through the Lachine rapids. It has
townships of W wn, Custer, Moore | always been supposed by the his-
and Argyle are a blackened prairio. |ticated voyager that this was Iy a
Beaver townshi ng burned. | matter of necessity, but it now appears
Bloomfleld, total. Moore township, a

introduced by the s!
for dramatic and pi

Mr. R. N. Hnnd{ says in Green'
Frult-Grower that the best time to
trim apple-trees is from June to Au
ust. The wounds then heal over mms;

thas 1t is all shaw, & lithe performance
u @ lﬂ’nom’

description of whatI have seen in my
travels today. For the past mongh

e gl.leku and better than in Lthe win-
months.
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